NESCI Regional Planning Committee Conference Call Minutes
March 30, 2009

10:30 – 11:30 AM

On Call:  Kofi Boetang (UVI); Chris Obropta (Rutgers); Chet Arnold, Karen Filchak (UCONN); Laura Wilson, John Jemison, (UMAINE); Amy Galford, Zack Easton, Quirine Ketterings, (Cornell); Scott Jackson, (UMASS); Jeff Schloss, (UNH); Art Gold, Kelly Addy, George Loomis, Linda Green, Elizabeth Herron, Alyson McCann, (URI).

Agenda:

1. Introduction, any follow up from meetings in St. Louis 

RFA should be out soon with funding available in:


Extension Education Projects


Integrated Projects


National Facilitation Projects


Regional Projects

Will include language to address Hispanic Institutions – there are 9 within NESCI.  

With release of RFA, state PIs and focus area facilitators will be responsible for submitting information for plans of work and reporting accomplishments.  

2010 National meeting to be held jointly with Sea Grant – this is still shaping up.  Chris Obropta reported that CSL would like to strengthen ties with Sea Grant.  

In addition, CSL is looking at ways to strengthen ties with National 4-H, and the EPA regional offices.  National Water Program is co-sponsor of EPA’s NPS conference in May in Oregon.  Several colleagues within NESCI will be attending and presenting.  
Interest within CSL to work with the Journal of Extension to have water program outcomes and impacts published in JOE and get the word out on program.  CSL will be meeting with an editor from JOE to begin work on this.  Might develop a symposia on this topic and example papers at the 2010 Land Grant – Sea Grant Water Conference.
2. NESCI newsletter update – purpose is to increase visibility of people working on NESCI project.  Will be sent out to regional planning committee for a first look before going to Deans, Directors, and Ag & Natural Resource Program Committee Members in early April.

3. Focus Area / Website Updates 

a. Drinking water and private wells – A. McCann 

1. 2009 Symposium

2. Coordinating with Region 3 to look at Master Well Owner Network Program

b. NEMO – C. Arnold
1. National NEMO outcome report due soon – hard copies will be distributed throughout nation to state water quality coordinators.  This issue features the CT and ME NEMO programs.

2. Maps and Data on web regional training for Extension and partners sometime in June.  Slots for ~30 people.
3. NEMO and Sustainable Landscapes – revisit work on rain gardens and explore opportunities for partnering

c. Onsite Wastewater Training – G. Loomis 

1. A number of classes and trainings regional and nationally that have been happening and in the works.  For an update on classes, please see:  http://www.uri.edu/ce/wq/OWT/Courses/index.htm
2. Training manual with the Consortium in production.

d. Sustainable Landscaping – J. Peterson 
1. We are working on "new" outreach products for the season. I will seek a no cost extension to enable better evaluation into next year. I sent around a logic model for the next focus that the SL group decided upon in St. Louis (reducing pollutants from shoreland property - residential rain gardens, landscaping at the water's edge, lawn care, etc) waiting on feedback from group, but that's where we are probably headed.

e. Water Quality and Ag Production – J. Jemison 
1. 2 Regional Programs have been held:  Onfarm Energy Production held in VT and Annual Crop Advisors Training held in January

2. 2 summer meetings coming up.

3. Focus group met in Portsmouth March 26, 2009 to work on planning and logic model with assistance from Julia Peterson.

f. Watershed Assessment – E. Herron 
1. Elizabeth encouraged participants to submit abstract for International NALMS Symposium:  http://www.nalms.org/resources/nalms_annual_sym.html 

2. Art will send Zach Easton multi state Hatch Project on TMDLs.

g. The Islands Initiative – K. Boetang 

1. working with Rafael Davila to develop planning on

1. OnSite Wastewater Management

2. Watershed Management

3. Sustainable Landscaping and Rain Gardends.

4. Reported on meeting with Dept. of Planning and Natural Resources to partner and leverage money.  Current interest is in ISDS management.  Will work with George Loomis.

h. Small Farms Initiative – K. Boetang reported on work with small farm piggeries and development of waste digester demonstration for these operations.
i. Website – K. Addy 
New website up and running.  Important to review your focus area and get comments to Kelly (kaddy@uri.edu). Send news, events, etc – Kelly works hard to make sure our events and news pages are current and active.

