March 2, 2009

Conference Call Summary

On call:  Rafael Davilla (UPR), Chris Obropta (Rutgers), David Dickson (UCONN),

Julia Peterson (UNH), Art Gold (URI), Alyson McCann (URI)

Draft Agenda:

1.
Recap and discussion of regional and national meeting in St. Louis.
Chris commented that Rutgers’ representatives got a lot out of the program planning and evaluation training.  He would like to schedule more training.

Julia recapped the “needs assessment” questionnaire she conducted at the end of Monday’s meeting in St. Louis.  Project Evaluation was indicated as highest on the list from our colleagues for wanting more training.  NOAA Coastal Services has new multi-day training program and will go to UNH this summer.  Some of us might attend – may be appropriate to schedule in other states.  Julia to keep us posted.  Project Design also high on the needs assessment results.  Some areas may consider NOAA’s ADDIE model training.  http://www.csc.noaa.gov/
2010 National Water Conference in S. Carolina to be hosted jointly with SeaGrant – Art and Chris will explore way for Coastal Services Center to be present and educate on the services they have to offer.  Led to brief discussion on our connections with SeaGrant among personnel and focus areas.

2.
Focus Area updates: 

Julia:  Sustainable Landscaping:  Reported on good meeting in St. Louis that focused on best place to coordinate.  Want to share programs regarding shoreland property owners – looking for opportunities to collaborate regionally.  Art mentioned URI Sustainable Landscapes coastal plant list: http://www.uri.edu/cels/ceoc/ceoc_programs_clp.html
Continuing with regional grant and developing educational pieces – bag sticker, decision support kiosk.

Art:  Production Ag and OWT
OWT:  George Loomis preparing a multi-state Hatch project – 2 states needed to proceed and these will be URI and Rutgers.  

Production Ag:  Art needs to follow up with John.  The focus area is meeting in NH on March 26 for a planning meeting.  Julia will be there to work with them and Art plans on attending.
Dave:  NEMO:  

1. Northern New England states to follow up on fall LID training – need more training on how to implement practices.  Art suggested the group look at OWT training program as they do just that with septic systems: http://www.uri.edu/ce/wq/OWT/Courses/index.htm
2. Working with Rafael to explore a NEMO/PR fit.

3. Tech training on  Google Maps “Mash-ups” – ways to display maps to web will schedule soon.  http://clear.uconn.edu/geospatial/training.htm#Mashups
4. Adapting on-line LID-BMP database throughout region – (CICEET):  http://www.tinyurl.com/lidatlas
Chris:  Small Acreage Livestock & Watershed Assessment

Small Acreage Livestock:  Focus Area is developing 2 logic models.  Wants to focus on regional equine issues.  Mike to attend Production Ag meeting end of March in NH.

Watershed Assessment:  Focus Area to meet and share programs and identify opportunities for regional work.  Discussed Rutgers Environmental Stewards training class (mimics Master Gardener training) and offers volunteers concrete projects to get involved with.  Audience includes students, volunteer community members, and others.  Interested inoffering regionally.  Art suggested when offered at Rutgers, some of us travel down and attend to assess how to pilot in other areas.

Rafael: Islands Initiative
Working on several key aspects with Focus Areas:

1. Working with NEMO to assess fit for PR.

2. Coordinating with George Loomis and OWT

3. Working with Rutgers on unpaved roads and erosion problem

4. Fit with Sustainable Landscapes and particularly with rain garden installation.

Site visit and meeting being planned for end of April / early May 2009 (Chris Obropta and Art Gold to attend).

Alyson:  Private Wells

1. 2009 Symposium planning on-going.  

2. To coordinate a call with Cornell, Rutgers, Maine and Stephanie Clemens at Penn State to explore possibility of piloting the Master Well Owner Network in region.

3. On-going involvement with eXtension Drinking Water Community of Practice.

Alyson will coordinate call for April.
